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The meeting opened on Friday 12 November 1999 at 10.30 with Mr. Pierre Claude Nolin (Canada), Vice-Chairman of the Committee, in the Chair





Opening remarks by the Chairman



The Chairman welcomed the members of the Committee and of the associate delegations, together with the parliamentary and non-parliamentary observers and the speakers, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Rathmell and Mr. Ouwens.



He then reminded members of the rules of procedure to be followed for submitting amendments to the draft Plenary Resolution and to the Committee’s draft resolution.





Adoption of the draft Agenda [AS 284 STC (99) 7 rev.1]



Mr. Mates (UK) wished the consideration of item 5 to precede the consideration of item 4.



The draft Agenda [AS 284 STC (99) 7 rev.1], as amended, was adopted.





Adoption of the Minutes of the Science and Technology Committee meeting held in Warsaw on Friday 28 May 1999 [AS 137 STC (99) 4]



The Minutes [AS 137 STC (99) 4] were adopted. 





Consideration of the draft Interim Report of the Sub-Committee on the Proliferation of Military Technology on Biological Weapons: The Threat of the New Century? presented by Mr. Michael Mates (United Kingdom), Rapporteur [AS 287 STC/MT (99) 8]



The Rapporteur presented the draft Interim Report.



The draft Interim Report [AS 287 STC/MT (99) 8] was adopted.





Presentation of the draft Resolution on Biological Weapons by Mr. Michael Mates  (United Kingdom), Rapporteur [AS 290 STC/MT (99) 11]



The Rapporteur presented the draft Resolution.



Sir Peter Emery (UK) wondered about the cost of the measures likely to be taken pursuant to the draft Resolution.



The Rapporteur replied.



�Presentation by Dr. Graham S. Pearson CB, Bradford University, United Kingdom, on The Importance of Strengthening the Convention on Biological and Toxin weapons Convention



The Chairman retraced the speaker’s career and referred to his numerous works before giving him the floor.



After recalling the nature and dangers of biological weapons, Mr. Pearson described the different actions taken in recent years to monitor their production and to ban them. He concluded with the role that the national parliaments could play.



The Chairman thanked Mr. Pearson, who then answered questions from Mr. Gherman (RO) and Sir Peter Emery (UK) and replied to the statement by Mr. Beyreli (TR) on Turkey’s reluctance vis-à-vis the inspections planned by the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention.





8. 	Presentation by Dr. Andrew Rathmell, International Centre for Security Analysis (ICSA), Department of War Studies, King’s College, London, on Comparative Approaches to Critical Infrastructure Protection



The Chairman introduced Dr. Andrew Rathmell and gave him the floor.



Dr. Rathmell analysed the risks deriving from the increasing reliance of critical infrastructures on network computers. He also outlined the initiatives of some countries to counter these threats and the possible future evolutions in the field.



He replied to comments by Mr. Clark (UK) and Mr. Gherman (RO).



The Chairman thanked Mr. Rathmell.





9.	Consideration of the draft Special Report Nuclear Safety in Eastern Europe presented by the Rt. Hon. Sir Peter Emery (United Kingdom), Chairman of the Sub�Committee on the Proliferation of Military Technology and Special Rapporteur [AS 288 STC (99) 10]



The Special Rapporteur presented and described the content of the draft Special Report.



Mr. Beyreli (TR) spoke.



The Special Rapporteur replied.



Mr. Gherman (RO) took the floor.



The Special Rapporteur concluded the exchange of views by adding a final clarification to paragraph 2 and Appendix 4 of the Special Report.



The draft Special Report [AS 288 STC (99) 10] was adopted.



The Chairman thanked the Special Rapporteur.



Mr. Sherwood Boehlert (United States), Chairman of the Committee, took the Chair.



Presentation by Mr. Kees Daey Ouwens, Programme Manager of Technology Group, Netherlands Energy Research Foundation, on Renewable Energy Sources; the role of renewable forms of energy



The Chairman introduced Mr. Kees Daey Ouwens.



Mr. Ouwens described the energy sources that could be developed in the next century, their origins (fossil energy and renewable forms of energy) and the extent of their possible uses.



The Chairman thanked the speaker and put the first questions to him. Mr. Ouwens answered them.



Mr Gherman (RO) returned to certain points in the presentation, as did Mr. Ehlers (USA) and Mr. Beyreli (TR).



Mr. Ouwens replied.





Consideration of the draft Special Report Natural and Technological Catastrophes in Eastern Europe: Risk Assessment and Management by Mr. Oliviu Gherman (Romania), Associate Rapporteur [AS 286 STC (99) 9]



The Chairman indicated that Mr. Gherman, Associate Rapporteur, had wished to add greater detail to the research contained in the draft Special Report. This new version would not be submitted to the Assembly for approval. However, Mr. Gherman did explain how and from what angle he proposed to pursue henceforth the analysis of the subject covered by the draft Special Report.



The Chairman gave the floor to Mr. Pearson who made some remarks.



The Chairman then turned to item 7 on the Agenda, which it had not been possible to address that morning in the absence of the General Rapporteur.





Consideration of the draft General Report Information Warfare and International Security presented by Mr. Vernon J. Ehlers (United States), General Rapporteur [AS 285 STC (99) 8]



The General Rapporteur presented the draft General Report.



Mr. Clark (UK) and then Sir Peter Emery (UK) underlined the quality of the report and made several remarks.



The General Rapporteur replied to their comments.



The draft General Report [AS 285 STC (99) 8] was adopted.





Consideration of amendments and vote on the draft Resolution on Biological Weapons presented by Mr. Michael Mates (United Kingdom)  [AS 290 ST C (99) 11]



No amendment was proposed.



The draft Resolution on Biological Weapons  [AS 290 ST C (99) 11] was put to the vote.



It was adopted.





Debate on the future activities of the Science and Technology Committee



The Chairman reviewed the problems encountered during the Committee’s visit to Russia from 14 to 16 October.



He then drew up a list of subjects likely to be addressed.



No remarks were made.





Activities of the Sub-Committee on the Proliferation of Military Technology presented by the Rt Hon. Sir Peter Emery (United Kingdom), Chairman of the Sub-Committee



The Chairman of the Sub-Committee announced and commented on the working programme and the trips envisaged in 2000, particularly the intention to visit the United States, Iceland and the Czech Republic, together with the IAEA in Vienna.



No remarks were made.





Election of officers and Sub-Committee mandates



The following were appointed by acclamation:



Science and Technology Committee



Chairman		Mr. Sherwood BOEHLERT (United States)	re-elected

Vice-Chairmen	Mr. Pierre Claude NOLIN (Canada)		re-elected

	Lord GLADWIN of CLEE (United Kingdom)	re-elected

General Rapporteur	Mr. Vernon EHLERS (United States)		re-elected



Sub-Committee on the Proliferation of Military Technology



Chairman		Sir Peter EMERY (United Kingdom)		re-elected

Vice-Chairmen 	Mr. Jean-Noël KERDRAON 			re-elected

			Mr. Per Ove WIDTH (Norway)		re-elected

Rapporteur		Mr. Michael MATES (United Kingdom)	re-elected





Date and place of next meeting



The Chairman informed members that the next meeting of the Committee would take place during the Spring Session to be held in Budapest, Hungary, on Saturday 27 or Sunday 28 May 2000.





�Closing remarks by the Chairman



The Chairman thanked all the participants for attending the Committee meeting.



He also thanked the interpreters and all those who had contributed to the meeting



The meeting closed at 16.20.
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